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Last call for grants to grow your business!

Derbyshire Dales District Council is urging small businesses to take advantage of EU 
grant funding available to the area, and to make use of its free Derbyshire Dales 
Business Advice service.

Businesses with less than 10 employees have until  31 May to apply for grants of 
£3,500 or more from the Peak District LEADER programme.  Priority will be given to 
projects which can create new jobs and start in the autumn.  

Several  Derbyshire  Dales businesses have already received grants to grow their 
businesses.   Beneficiaries include the Hathersage Business Centre-based NEST 
(UK) Limited, which received £10,860 to expand an innovative range of TUMTUM 
children’s  dining  products.   And  Pikehall  Farm received  £62,750  to  convert  two 
empty farm buildings to accommodate the new Hartington Creamery Limited.

Another  grant  recipient,  Coach House Studios in  Wirksworth,  now provides  high 
quality,  affordable  space  for  individuals,  community  groups  and  local 
businesses to meet and work and is a permanent base for Pilates teaching 
following a grant of £56,487.  

Owner Carol Fieldhouse said: “I would urge any small business in the Derbyshire 
Dales to find out more about this funding.  The free support we had from Derbyshire 
Dales Business Advice  really helped us succeed.   The grant  has enabled us to 
renovate a derelict, historic building that is already enabling a wide variety of small 
businesses and community groups to meet, work and grow and will hopefully be an 
asset to Wirksworth for years to come. “

Derbyshire Dales District Council Leader Councillor Lewis Rose OBE, who officially 
opened the Coach House Studios just a few weeks ago, said: “With uncertainties 
over the future of EU funding for rural areas we want local businesses to make the 
most  of  the  cash  available  to  the  Peak  District.   LEADER  is  ideal  for  small 
businesses which, alongside investing some of their own funds, can bring forward 
business projects that will create local jobs.

“The Coach House project is one of several superb examples of how this funding 
has been put to good use, with guidance from the District Council’s free business 
advice service.”

For  further  information  interested  businesses  should  contact  Amanda  Brown, 
LEADER  Co-ordinator  on  01629  538475  or  email 
Amanda.brown2@derbyshire.gov.uk.   Further  details  online  at 
www.derbyshireeconomicpartnerhsip.org.uk

http://www.derbyshireeconomicpartnerhsip.org.uk/
mailto:Amanda.brown2@derbyshire.gov.uk


• The Coach House Studios  in  Wirksworth  can be contacted  on  01629 
823988,  email  pilates@thecoachhousestudios.co.uk or  online  at 
www.thecoachhousestudios.co.uk

ENDS

Photo caption:  Carol  Fieldhouse at  the  newly opened Coach House Studios in 
Wirksworth.

Note to Editors: 

LEADER  is  funded  by  the  European  Union  and  Defra  through  the  Rural 
Development Programme for England and administered by the Derbyshire Economic 
Partnership.  Grant funding is available to eligible projects throughout the Derbyshire 
Dales excluding the Matlock area. 

Derbyshire Dales Business Advice - funded by Derbyshire Dales District Council and 
run by professional business adviser Heather Bradford, provides free independent 
business advice to businesses based in the Dales.  Bookings are taken through a 
simple online enquiry form at www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/businessadvice.  Anyone 
interested is urged to use the web enquiry method as a first option, or call 01629 
810903 or 07825 344653.

For  more  information,  please  contact: Jim  Fearn  on  01629  761195  /  0780 
4019123 or email: jim.fearn@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
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