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Parwich Parish Council 
 

Minutes  
 

A meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 15th January 2014 at 7.30 pm in Parwich 
Memorial Hall. 
 
Present:  M Harrison (Acting Chair), J Bennett, N Linnell, R Bunting, E Yeomans and the Clerk,  
Mrs S Hampson, County Councillor, S Spencer and 9 members of the public. 
 
14.1.1  Apologies/Councillors' attendance register 
Apologies had been received in advance of the meeting from Ms Healy and District Councillor,  
Sir R Fitzherbert.  Members present completed the attendance register.   
 
14.1.2  Declaration of personal and prejudicial interest of councillors 
There was no need by any councillor present to declare an interest in the register. 
 
Members passed a resolution at this point in proceedings to reorder items on the agenda in view of the 
number of members of the public in attendance and the limited time in which Councillor Spencer could 
remain at the meeting to provide input, due to a prior engagement. 
 
Resolved:  To consider item 6 (update from County Councillor) from the agenda at this point in the 
proceedings and to follow this item with Public Speaking and Items from Public Speaking for a subsequent 
agenda.  
 
14.1.3  Update from County Councillor and District Councillor 
County Councillor 
Councillor Spencer had been copied into requests for input from Derbyshire County Council (DCC) 
regarding perceived issues surrounding public transport in Parwich.  Councillor Spencer confirmed that the 
Senior Project Officer (Local Bus Network) from DCC, who the clerk had liaised with surrounding public 
transport, was an expert in his field.   
 
Councillor Spencer advised that DCC use a process called 'Smart Ticketing' to obtain information regarding 
passenger numbers and their travel destinations which is utilised when considering transport contracts.  He 
also informed those present of some aspects associated with the Community Transport scheme, subsidised 
and non-subsidised routes and also that DCC has to make a massive saving of £157 million in the near 
future.  Councillor Spencer appealed to residents to use the services as failure to do so may put the services 
in jeopardy.  DCC do not subsidise all bus routes.  If a bus company believe a route is viable then the 
company may operate a non-subsidised route. 
 
Both DCC's Senior Project Officer (Local Bus Network) and Councillor Spencer confirmed that a 
consultation process has to be undertaken prior to any changes being considered to public transport services  
 
District Councillor 
Sir Richard Fitzherbert had forwarded apologies to the clerk in advance of the meeting; however, he had 
provided an update from Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) regarding the forthcoming removal of 
the recycling units from the Sycamore Inn.  (Please see agenda item 14.1.4 and 14.1.7 below). 
 
14.1.4  Public Speaking 
The members of the public present had two important reasons for attending - public transport issues and the 
removal of the recycling units from the Sycamore Public House which were agenda items for the meeting.     
 
Bus services  
The parish council members and Councillor Spencer listened to views expressed by the public concerning 
the bus services to/from Parwich and issues around onward connections to other bus services.  One member 
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of the public made reference to communication from Mr P McLoughlin MP regarding a government paper 
(Greenlight for Better Buses). 
 
Councillor Spencer further stated that he would do his best to take back the views of both the Parish Council 
and residents to the Cabinet Member for Transport which may suggest Parwich bus services are not user 
friendly.  Councillor Spencer hoped for a unified, sensible approach but was reluctant to take proposals from 
individuals.  He further stated he was prepared to accept proposals from the elected body, the parish council.   
 
Mr Harrison summarised some of the opinions expressed by the public present at the meeting: 
The present bus timetables are not suitable.  The services are insufficient for many parishioners and were 
considered better two years ago.  There are some connection problems.  It is desirable to work together to 
put forward proposals which will hopefully suit everyone. 
 
Recycling units at the Sycamore Public House (Please also see agenda item 7 below) 
Information provided by DDDC to District Councillor Fitzherbert was read by the clerk about the removal 
of the recycling units from the Sycamore Inn including some information concerning the contractor involved 
with this service.  The recycling units were placed at the Sycamore Inn prior to the introduction of the 
domestic waste recycling service.  The recycling units were reported to be well used.  Photographic evidence 
taken around the Christmas period was produced to support this together with information provided by 
Parwich Blog; however, DDDC suggested the general usage of the units was not high. 
 
The contractors who empty the recycling units are not the same contractors who operate the residential 
refuse collection service.  DDDC further suggests that the kerb side wheeled bin collection renders the 
recycling units at the Sycamore Public House as a duplication of service.   
 
Discussions took place and points raised included issues surrounding accessibility in Parwich which means 
not all residents have a blue recycling wheeled bin; however, alternative measures were thought to be in 
place.  Councillor Spencer suggested that anyone experiencing problems regarding waste recycling at their 
property, due to its location, should contact DDDC.   
 
14.1.5  Items from Public Speaking for subsequent agenda 
Public speaking had been centred around the two items of public transport issues in Parwich and the 
recycling units at the Sycamore.  No further items were brought forward for the next agenda from public 
speaking. 
 
14.1.6  Minutes and items from the previous minutes 
The minutes of the previous meeting had been electronically forwarded to all members in advance of the 
meeting and had been placed on the Blog.   
 
Resolved:  The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and signed in the meeting by the 
Acting Chairman during the meeting. 
 
14.1.7  Recycling units at Sycamore Inn 
Please refer to item 14.1.4 
 
Resolved:  DDDC and District Councillor, Sir Richard Fitzherbert to be contacted again by letter with 
reference to photographic evidence supplied by the Blog team which the District Councillor has also 
received and to explain difficulties regarding accessibility.  The letter should further include reference to the 
role of consultation with Parwich village residents surrounding this issue. 
 
14.1.8  Public Transport Issues 
Please refer to item 14.1.4 
 
Resolved:  Mrs Bennett to summarise the letter received from DCC and after consultation and input from 
other members this will be placed on the Blog. 
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Resolved:  Clerk to contact DCC to request a public meeting and to ask for suitable dates for such a meeting 
from DCC, possibly in April.  Telephone conferencing could be an option if officers are unable to attend in 
person. 
 
14.1.9  Public meeting re flood warden management scheme 
Mrs Bennett had forwarded photographic evidence of weed in the water course and Jubilee Pond which has 
previously been referred to as the Millennium Pond.  These have been forwarded on to an ecologist for 
identification to establish if the weed is invasive.   
 
Resolved:  If the weed is not of an invasive type the contractor referred to in the previous minutes will be 
instructed to remove by mechanical means. 
 
Resolved:  Advice for appropriate planting in the sheep wash to be sought. 
 
Resolved:  Mrs Bennett to produce posters to publicise the public meeting regarding the flood warden 
management scheme; Mrs Linnell to laminate the posters. 
 
14.1.10 Public car park maintenance 
Mrs Bennett had taken photographs illustrating the condition of the public car park near Blanche Meadow.  
The depth of some of the holes on the car park may potentially cause vehicular damage.  The parish council 
is responsible for this car park, as owners, however, a right of way over this car park is present.  Short term 
measures are required to fill the holes, for example, using chatter. 
 
Resolved:  An urgent site meeting is required with members of the parish council and the neighbouring 
property owner. 
 
Resolved:  Members to liaise with each other outside of the meeting to arrange a mutually convenient date 
and time for the site meeting. 
 
14.1.11 Website 
Mrs Bennett had been in contact with a member of Parwich Blog team.  As a result of this, advice from 
DALC and previous discussions at parish council meetings, it is recommended that Parwich Parish Council 
sets up its own independent website, which would have a link to the Blog.  A word press site was referred to 
at very little cost, (advertising to be stopped) and could be up in running in a short period of time.  Members 
voted on this item. 
 
Resolved:  Parwich Parish Council to operate its own website. 
 
Resolved:  Mrs Bennett and Mr Harrison to commence this process. 
 
14.1.12 Electricity contract 
As detailed in the previous minutes, Mrs Bennett had carried out negotiations with British Gas and EON 
regarding a new energy contract for part of the parish council's electricity supply.  On this occasion, British 
Gas offered the cheapest contract and will incorporate a credit from the previously paid small bills which the 
clerk confirmed.  In connection with this new contract, an electricity response team will be utilised if there is 
a problem which costs £14 to visit and assess; however, £20 will be returned to the parish council.  There is 
no necessity to then use British Gas to fix an identified problem.  Concern had previously been expressed 
that EON has continuously estimated electricity readings on the other supply.  Mrs Bennett and Mrs Linnell 
reported that they had taken and submitted actual readings.  As expected, this has resulted in a much larger 
bill being generated.  (See item 14.1.19 Items of account). 
 
Resolved:  Electricity contract to be placed on the June agenda in connection with renewal of the second 
electricity supply. 
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14.1.13 Trees 
The avenue of trees has now been planted, invoice paid and the clerk has applied for a grant from Peak 
District National Park Authority (PDNPA).  PDNPA has confirmed to the clerk that the grant is now in 
hand.   
Resolved:  Clerk to forward a letter of thanks to a resident for her help and assistance with the selection of 
the trees. 
 
14.1.14 Public toilets 
A new lock has been fitted to the door.  An estimate has been received for renovations from a local 
tradesman.  In compliance with the parish council's financial regulations the clerk advised seeking a further 
quote for the cost of the renovations, based on the same identified items, to ensure like for like quotes. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact a further local tradesman for a quote for the renovations to the public toilets. 
 
Resolved:  Mr Harrison to meet with the tradesman or Ms Healy after consultation. 
 
14.1.15 Playground footbridge 
The clerk had sought clarification of ownership and responsibility for the footbridge from DDDC and DCC.  
From responses received, neither of these organisations has responsibility for this footbridge; therefore, the 
parish council will have to maintain it.  In terms of access, it serves no purpose.  It is a pleasant recreational 
item.  Mr Yeomans reported that the beam across the bottom needs replacing.  A quote has been received 
from a local trademan to restore the footbridge.   
 
Resolved:  Members to assess the footbridge at a site meeting on the same day as the car park site meeting 
referred to above and to place the item on a future agenda. 
 
14.1.16 Parish council vacancy and co-option 
A legal notice has been placed on the Blog by the clerk and registered with DDDC regarding the vacancy on 
the parish council.  At the end of this notice period, DDDC will contact the clerk with an update.  Dependent 
on the nature of update received from DDDC a co-option notice may be placed.  In the meantime, eligibility 
criteria and some background information regarding the vacancy has also been placed on the Blog by the 
clerk.  The parish council would like to thank the residents who have already expressed an interest in this 
vacancy. 
 
14.1.17 Highway and footpath issues 
A portion of wall is falling, with a few stones already out, in front of the football pitch by the brick built 
storage shed.  There is also a large pothole or dip just before turning right on to B5056.  The clerk had 
reported an area of flooding immediately after the last meeting in a similar location. 
 
Resolved:  Mr Bunting to attend to the wall near the football pitch. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to report the highway issue to DCC. 
 
14.1.18 Calendar of meeting dates for 2014 
These were considered by all members present.   
 
Resolved:  The April meeting date was amended. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to forward the confirmed dates to the Blog team and to the Memorial Hall bookings 
secretary. 
 
14.1.19 Items of account:  general administration, clerk's salary and HMRC 
The clerk had submitted a claim for reimbursable expenditure to DDDC, in the sum of £1,501, to offset 
mowing costs.  The accountant at DDDC had confirmed the success of this claim and the monies should be 
received into the parish council's account shortly. 
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Cq 1160 R J Cundy   New lock and fitting at toilets  £35.11 
Cq 1161 Parwich Memorial Hall Hire     £15.00 
Cq 1162 S Hampson   Reimbursement of expenses  £10.38 
Cq 1163 S Hampson   January salary    £214.20 
 
14.1.20 Planning applications and planning sub-committee 
The clerk had advised members of a new planning application prior to the meeting for a conservatory at 
Smithy Close.  Members had had the opportunity to view this application on line.  The applicant had very 
kindly advised that she would not be in attendance.  The clerk advised members that Mr Scott, from PDNPA 
will attend a meeting during the summer to provide further information regarding planning. 
 
Resolved:  The parish council support the application for the conservatory.  Clerk to forward the decision 
and reasons to support the decision to PDNPA. 
 
14.1 21 Correspondence and communication 
Subsequent to setting the precept, DDDC has confirmed information regarding a grant.  This was referred to 
in the Parish Council newsletter circulated to residents. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact DDDC to request that the parish council receive a total amount of £9500 made 
up of precept and grant rather than receiving the grant on top of a precept of £9,500.  This will slightly 
reduce the band D charge related to the parish council's precept. 
 
Ms Healy had received an enquiry regarding the commemoration of the anniversary of the outbreak of 
World War I.  This had been forwarded to members in advance of the meeting and referred to the possibility 
of planting a tree and/or placing a seat.  The clerk advised that PDNPA Built Environment Team may have 
to be consulted regarding the placement of a seat. 
 
Resolved:  Item to be placed on the February agenda. 
 
Communication had been received from Parwich United Charities regarding the number of members on the 
committee which meets twice a year.  This matter was discussed.   
 
Resolved:  Clerk to approach one of the residents who has expressed an interest in the parish council 
vacancy but cannot now proceed with the application, with regard to Parwich United Charities. 
 
The parish council had issued a newsletter since the last meeting.  This had been delivered to all residents in 
the parish by members of the parish council and Mrs Linnell's children. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to write a thank you letter for the hard work and time spent by two of Mrs Linnell's 
children delivering the newsletter. 
 
Communication has recently been received from two residents regarding the public transport issues in 
Parwich. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to forward a thank you letter. 
 
Mrs Bennett reported a further communication about sheep grazing at Parsons Croft.  This matter will not be 
pursued.  Consideration may be given, if required, to extra mowing cuts at this location in the future. 
 
The clerk reminded members that no individual councillor can respond to communications which may be 
received outside of council meetings other than to acknowledge receipt.  Decisions can only be made by full 
council regarding advertised agenda items. 
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14.1.22 Items for the next agenda 
Pump Hill, Recycling units at Sycamore Inn, Public transport, Flood Management, Site meetings including 
footbridge and car park, Co-option/Casual vacancy.  Other additional items to be compiled by the clerk. 
 
14.1.23 Date of next meeting 
12th February 2014 
 
The meeting was declared closed at 10.00 pm 

Mrs S Hampson  
Clerk to the Parish Council 

16th January 2014 
 

©Parwich Parish Council minutes remain draft until approved by the parish council at the next meeting. 


