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PARWICH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes 
 

A Meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 9th April 2014 at 7.30 pm in Parwich 
Memorial Hall 
 
Present:  C Healy, M Harrison, J Bennett, N Linnell, E Yeomans, R Bunting, M Gerard-Pearse, the clerk, 
Mrs S Hampson and four members of the public.  Also in attendance was PCSO K Wakefield. 
 
14.4.1 Apologies/Councillors’ attendance register 
Apologies had been received in advance of the meeting from District Councillor, Sir R Fitzherbert and 
County Councillor, Mr S Spencer.  All councillors present duly completed the attendance register. 
 
14.4.2 Declaration of Personal/Pecuniary Interest of Councillors 
There was no need by any member present to complete an entry in the register. 
 
14.4.3 Minutes from the previous meetings and items from the minutes 
The minutes of both the ordinary parish council meeting and the confidential meeting of 19 March 2014 had 
been electronically forwarded to the councillors in advance of the meeting.  They had also been displayed on 
the Blog and at The Sycamore shop. 
 
Resolved:  The minutes of the ordinary meeting were accepted as a true record of proceedings and signed in 
the meeting by the chairman. 
Resolved:  The minutes of the confidential meeting were unanimously accepted as a true record of the 
proceedings and signed in the meeting by the chairman.* 
 
* A member of the public spoke outside of the public speaking section to state he did not agree with the 
proceedings of the confidential meeting. 
 
14.4.4 Public speaking 
The same member of the public referred to above reiterated that he did not agree with the proceedings of the 
confidential meeting and stated that the recently appointed member of the parish council should have been 
selected publicly.  (As stated in the confidential minutes of 19 March 2014, the confidential candidate 
selection process was agreed, supported and independently witnessed by the Derbyshire Association of 
Local Councils' Chief Officer).  The member of the public reported that he had made contact with other 
external agencies regarding this meeting. 
 
14.4.5 Items from public speaking 
Public speaking did not generate any additional items which would need to be considered on a future agenda 
other than those on the advertised April agenda. 
 
14.4.6 Update from District Councillor and County Councillor 
The District Councillor and County Councillor were not in attendance. 
 
14.4.7 Update from PCSO 
The PCSO did not have any police matters to bring to the attention of the parish council.  She advised 
members that she would be prepared to attend the parish annual exhibition style meeting in May.   
 
She further stated to councillors and to a member of the public that, despite attending a great deal of 
meetings of other parish councils, she had not experienced such an unpleasant public speaking section as 
during this meeting of Parwich Parish Council. 
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14.4.8 Annual meetings 
Responses had been received from many of the community organisations which operate in Parwich to an 
invitation to the parish annual meeting event in May 2014.  The Memorial Hall has been booked.  
Refreshments were discussed.   
 
The annual parish council meeting was also discussed.  The first item on this agenda will be the election of 
the new chairman for the final year of office of the present council prior to parish council elections in May 
2015.  The submission of the accounts and a report from the Memorial Hall were also discussed.  It was 
reported that the Annual General Meeting of the Memorial Hall committee had not yet taken place. 
 
Resolved:  The annual meeting of Parwich Parish Council will take place from 7.00-7.30 pm.   
Resolved:  The parish annual meeting will take place at 7.30 pm in the main part of the Memorial Hall. 
Resolved:  Ms Healy to approach a local caterer to cater for the event.  If this is not possible Ms Healy will 
supply the catering requirements for the event. 
 
14.4.9 Mowing Contractors 
The clerk had made contact with both mowing contractors.  The cricket field has been mown and the other 
contractor, with responsibility for the bulk of the village mowing, will commence shortly.  Both contractors 
have existing contracts which will run during 2014.  A further tendering process will be necessary for the 
mowing for 2015 onwards.  Mowing the cricket field for an event on 19th May was referred to. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact the contractor with the responsibility for the former cricket field to request that 
mowing take place behind the pavilion and also to carry out a closer cut each time.  Clerk to also request that 
the field be mown in sufficient time for the above event. 
 
14.4.10  Outcome of public meeting re flood warden scheme 
The clerk had sent an electronic communication to Derbyshire County Council (DCC) for an update and for 
information regarding the flow of water through the village. 
 
14.4.11 Sheep Wash and Jubilee Pond 
A site meeting had not yet been arranged; however, a very helpful letter had been received from the ponds' 
officer at Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA).  She is presently researching possible sources of 
funding.  £100 would be required for the a team of volunteers which are generally used by PDNPA.  The 
officer also suggested the use of some surplus plants which have been removed from other ponds in the area.  
The ponds' officer had also forwarded a range of dates in order to arrange a site meeting.  Members selected 
an appropriate date to offer. 
 
Resolved:  Mrs Bennett to liaise directly with the ponds' officer to confirm the date selected by the 
members. 
 
14.4.12 Car park at Nethergreen 
As previously reported, one of PDNPA's Enforcement Officers had provided information which the Parish 
Council accepts.  However, communication had now been received from a solicitor at DCC in response to 
the clerk's enquiry about the car park at Nethergreen.  DCC has requested a plan to confirm their findings.  
The present members of Parwich Parish Council believe that over time, Parwich Parish Council has done the 
best thing for the village.   
 
Input on the car park has now been received from more than one resident.  One of whom has questioned 
PDNPA's statement that the car park was immune from planning action as it has existed as a car park for 
over 10 years. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact the Enforcement Officer to clarify that '10 year immunity' statement as a 
resident suggests this is an insufficient period of time. 
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Information provided by other residents included:  that a previous resident from Parwich had registered 
some areas of common land for the Parish Council and in 1978 planning permission was granted for the 
playing field.  From correspondence received from the same residents, they were concerned that the issue of 
the car park is causing additional work for the parish council and that some residents may have questioned 
the validity of planning permission at their nearby property.  They fully supported the approach by the 
present parish council to make the best decisions on behalf of the village and offered assistance in providing 
historical knowledge of the car park land. 
 
Resolved:  Mrs Bennett to supply a map to the clerk to forward to DCC for clarity. 
Resolved:  Clerk to clarify any costs which may be incurred by the use of DCC's solicitor. 
Resolved:  Clerk to clarify with DCC what the car park land is actually registered as. 
Resolved:  Clerk to forward a letter of thanks to the resident who had forwarded valuable information to the 
clerk over the last few months and to advise that legal advice being sought. 
 
Additional communication had been received from another resident about expenditure incurred by the parish 
council on the car park over the last 4 years.  The parish council has not incurred any expenditure on the car 
park at Nethergreen.   
 
14.4.13  Parsons Croft and toilets 
Two members of the Bowls Club have carried out a superb job at the public toilets at Parsons Croft 
including some minor maintenance.  One of these members has questioned the parish council's reference, in 
previous minutes, to the toilets being 'public toilets'.  Information supplied to the parish council is that the 
toilets were built as a facility also for users of the playing field in addition to users of the Parson's Croft 
sports facilities. 
 
Resolved:   Members confirmed that the toilets are public facilities and are not just for the purpose of users 
of the sporting facilities at Parsons Croft. 
 
The parish council had received an expression of interest in the vacancy for a cleaner at the toilets.  The 
clerk had prepared a contract; however, subsequently the person had withdrawn interest in the position.  The 
clerk had made enquiries with the parish council's insurance company regarding the use of volunteers to 
clean the toilets after an expression of interest had been received, after the last meeting, from the Bowls 
Club.  This had been confirmed as acceptable if accompanied by a risk assessment.  However, members 
believed that this interest was possibly to clean the toilets in advance of bowls matches only and not to clean 
on a weekly basis for general public use.   
 
Resolved:  A notice to be placed on the Blog to inform the community that regrettably, the parish council is 
unable to open the public toilets as the parish council is without a cleaner for the toilets. 
Resolved:  The Bowls Club may continue to use the facilities if cleaned, based on the guidance by the 
insurance company. 
 
14.4.14 Footbridge near playground, playground swings and possible expenditure 
The new swing seats were erected with 2 hours of arrival and the invoice received.  The footbridge is yet to 
receive attention.  ROSPA services had been forwarded information about different inspection services. 
 
Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to attend to the footbridge prior to Easter. 
Resolved:  Clerk to request that the service costing £65 be used by ROSPA at the playground. 
 
14.4.15 Pump Hill 
Members thanked Mr Gerard-Pearse who had liaised with the previous owner of Pump Hill in connection to 
his first refusal to buy back the land as the parish council no longer feels able to meet the ongoing 
maintenance requirements and costs involved.  A question over the price of the land has been raised which 
requires further investigation 
 



  4

Resolved:  Clerk to seek further advice from Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC) and if 
necessary, request legal assistance from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC). 
Resolved:  Pump Hill to feature on future agendas until resolved. 
 
14.4.16 Communications Policy 
In addition to the adoption of the Communications Policy from last month's meeting, Vexatious Information 
or Repeated Requests for Policy and Freedom of Information (FOI) Policy documents had been forwarded 
by DALC.   These had been customised for Parwich Parish Council and had received input from the clerk 
and members of the parish council in advance of the meeting.  These received further discussion during the 
meeting. 
 
Resolved:  All the above policy documents were adopted by Parwich Parish Council 
Resolved:  Clerk to forward a copy of the FOI publication scheme associated with the FOI policy to all 
members. 
 
14.4.17 Update on the British Gas meeting 
Mrs Bennett had kindly met with personnel from British Gas.  An apology was received from British Gas.  
The purpose of the meeting was primarily to check for any fraud as the readings are very low.  Mrs Bennett 
had also forwarded readings to EON.  EON had contacted the clerk for the readings as EON believed one of 
their personnel had read the meter incorrectly in January.  Mrs Bennett confirmed that the meter is now 
being read rather than readings being estimated. 
 
14.4.18 Highway and footpath issues 
County Councillor Spencer had advised the clerk, in advance of the meeting, that DCC had received £2.6 
million to address potholes in the county and some machinery to achieve the task.   
 
A further pot hole was reported on the junction of the B5056 to Parwich.  The pot hole outside Church Farm 
on Creamery Lane has been filled.  Tarmac missing on one side of a drainage grill was also reported 
together with the road surface breaking up on Kiln Lane.  Recent highway resurfacing work in the vicinity 
of Hill Top Farm is already showing signs of damage.  It is also hazardous due to the quantity of excrement 
from cows permanently left on the surface. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to report highway matters to DCC. 
Resolved:  Clerk to report the almost constant hazard on the road surface near Hill Top Farm to PCSO 
Wakefield. 
 
14.4.19  Items of account, general administration, clerk's salary and HMRC 
The clerk reported rents had been received from both tenants.  From the previous meeting, a quote had been 
received to cut the hedge at the vicinity of the playing field. 
 
Resolved:  Members accepted the quote to cut the hedge.  Clerk to advise the contractor accordingly. 
 
Cq 1181 S Hampson   April clerk's salary & 10 hours extra duties  £296.64 
     as resolved in March minutes 
Cq 1182 DCC    Grit refil     £107.51 
Cq 1183 L Lowe   Materials for public toilets   £39.60 
Cq 1184 Parwich Memorial Hall Hire      £15.00 
Cq 1185 S Hampson   Reimbursement of expenses   £13.90 
Cq 1186 DALC   Annual subscription    £151.92  
 
14.4.20 Planning applications and planning sub-committee 
The clerk advised members that a proposal at Hall Gates has now considered to be withdrawn.  Proposals 
had been granted at Nethergreen Farm and Whitecliff Farm.  There were no new applications to consider. 
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14.3.21 Correspondence and communication 
Included:  a kind offer of assistance from the Horticultural Society and The Oddfellows with a village tidy 
up prior to Parwich Wakes; British Gas complaints' procedure; House of Commons regarding changes to 
business national insurance contributions; Wicksteed Play publicity; DALC circulars.  A request for 
information read at the previous meeting, about public transport, had been requested by a resident.  Four 
emails had been received from the same resident regarding the recent appointment to the parish council. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to forward a copy of the letter from DCC regarding transport in Parwich.    
 
In connection with communication and Parwich Parish Council's forthcoming website, DALC's Chief 
Officer had advised members at the previous meeting of a course for members which includes training 
associated with websites.  Mrs Bennett reported that the plans for the Parwich Parish Council website are at 
a very early planning stage. 
 
Resolved:  Mrs Bennett to attend the DALC training course. 
Resolved:  Clerk to advise DALC of the delegate's contact details. 
Resolved:  Parwich Parish Council website to feature on the agenda for June. 
 
14.3.22 Items for the next agenda 
Items to include:  Election of new chairman, Declaration of Acceptance of Office of members, accounts for 
the year ended 31 March 2014.  Other items currently requiring attention by the parish council will feature 
on the parish council's agenda for June. 
 
The meeting was declared closed at 10 pm. 
 

S Hampson 
Clerk to Parwich Parish Council 

12th April 2014 
 
 

©Parwich Parish Council minutes remain draft until approved by the parish council at the next meeting. 


