
Pump Hill – taken from the Minutes January 2013 – October 2014 

January 2013 

13.1.10 Pump Hill  
Future attention to Pump Hill was discussed. At present, the area in question has an overgrowth of ivy and a 
number of mature trees. Allotments were suggested as a possibility. Councillors will need to visit the area.  
Resolved: Access issues will need investigating.  
Resolved: Pump Hill to be an agenda item for the April meeting. 

March 2013 

13.3.12 Pump Hill 
The maintenance team from DCC had previously been escorted by a member of the council to Pump Hill to 
assess the area. The road up to Pump Hill still needs to be cleared. 
Resolved: Clerk to approach DCC regarding the clearance of the access to Pump Hill detailing Ms Healy as 
the point of contact. 
Resolved: Pump Hill to be an agenda item for the April meeting. 

April 2013 

13.4.14 Pump Hill 
Derbyshire County Council (DCC) had not responded to the clerk or to Ms Healy regarding Pump Hill. 
Resolved: Members of the parish council to revisit Pump Hill prior to attending the annual meetings in May. 
Resolved: Clerk to contact DCC to check the definitive footpaths regarding Pump Hill. 

May 2013 

13.5.16 Pump Hill 
The clerk had contacted DCC regarding definitive footpaths connected to Pump Hill. DCC confirmed that 
no rights of way exist along Pump Hill. The Minor Maintenance Agreement offered by DCC cannot, 
therefore, be considered for this area. Members had met at Pump Hill prior to the meeting. Responsibility 
for Pump Hill needs to be clarified. 
Resolved: Clerk to contact parish council's solicitors to request copy documentation regarding Pump Hill. 
Resolved: Item to be placed on future agendas to discuss appropriate course of action. 

June 2013 

13.6.15 Solicitors information including Pump Hill 
The clerk had written to the solicitors holding Parwich Council material. After a delay, a reply had been received. 
Resolved: Ms Healy and Ms Linnell to arrange a mutually convenient appointment to see the solicitors to establish 
holdings, including documentation surrounding Pump Hill, and to take a payment for an outstanding invoice. 
The land at Pump Hill does not meet the criteria for the Minor Maintenance Agreement (MMA). The upkeep and 
possibility as a wild garden were discussed. Extracts from historic minutes were read concerning Pump Hill. There 
is no direct access although access from the Primary School to the area would not be problematic through the ECO 
garden. 
Resolved: The Head teacher at the Primary School to be approached to ascertain interest in the area. 

July 2013 

13.7.16 Solicitors information including Pump Hill 
Initial contact with the solicitors had revealed limited information being held by the solicitors on behalf of 
the parish council. A further meeting will be required. 
Resolved: Ms Healy to arrange a further meeting with the solicitor. Members and the clerk to attend. 
Resolved: Clerk to review documentation received from previous clerks. 

September 2013 

13.9.15 Solicitor's information 
Ms Healy and Mrs Linnell had met with Mr Green at Hallcliffe House, Parwich, to discuss the historical 
back ground to three areas of Parwich Parish Council business: 
Parson’s Croft (see item 13.9 7) 



All members had received a summary of the meeting in advance of the council meeting. Mr Green no longer 
practises as a solicitor* but was able to provide essential information. Ms Healy had also collected stored 
documents from Potters Solicitors and the clerk had taken documentation to Ms Healy in advance of the meeting. 
All legal titles remain with the Land Registry. 
13.9.17 Pump Hill 
Historical background surrounding the acquisition of this land was provided by Ms Healy's document and Mrs 
Linnell. The upkeep and maintenance of this area was discussed including costs such as tree surgery and 
maintenance of the retaining wall. The possible use of Pump Hill by the village primary school was further 
discussed. 
Resolved: Clerk to contact the Head Teacher to clarify possible use 
Resolved: Clerk to contact DALC regarding any implications of primary school children using this area, including 
insurance. 
 

October 2013 

13.10.15 Pump Hill 
Advice had been received from DALC to contact the insurance company regarding the possible use of the land by 
the school. The parish council's insurance company had sent an advisory letter which did not prohibit the school's 
use. 
Resolved: Clerk to copy the response from the insurance company and enclose it with an invite to the Head 
teacher to attend the next meeting to discuss the matter further. 

November 2013 

13.11.14 Highway and footpaths 
The school is presently making further enquiries through DCC regarding the possible use of Pump Hill. 
 

February 2014 

14.2.14 Pump Hill 
The clerk had received communication from the Headteacher at the Primary School with regard to the use of Pump 
Hill. Unfortunately, following the receipt of advice, the Headteacher declined the kind offer of the use of Pump 
Hill. Members considered the impact of this decision. The members considered Pump Hill as now having no real 
benefit to the village, due to the lack of access. Members further considered the terms of the gift to the parish 
council from the original owner of Pump Hill. 
Resolved: Clerk to write a letter to the previous owner of Pump Hill. 

March 2014 

14.3.14 Pump Hill 
A response had been received from the previous owner of Pump Hill. The gentleman had previously gifted Pump 
Hill to the Parish Council. The gentleman confirmed that he would be interested in buying back the land. Members 
discussed legal costs and responsibility for the payment of such costs. 
Resolved: At this stage, without the benefit of legal advice, it was agreed to sell Pump Hill back to the previous 
owner for the sum of £1. 
Resolved: Mr Gerard-Pearse to liaise with the previous owner to establish the best options to cover the legal 
process. 
Resolved: Pump Hill to feature on future agendas until resolved. 

April 2014 

14.4.15 Pump Hill 
Members thanked Mr Gerard-Pearse who had liaised with the previous owner of Pump Hill in connection to his 
first refusal to buy back the land as the parish council no longer feels able to meet the ongoing maintenance 
requirements and costs involved.  A question over the price of the land has been raised which requires further 
investigation 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to seek further advice from Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC) and if necessary, 
request legal assistance from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC). 
Resolved:  Pump Hill to feature on future agendas until resolved. 



 
June 2014 
 
14.6.15 Pump Hill 
A letter of enquiry about the sale of Pump Hill was received at the previous meeting; however, the previous owner 
of the land has first refusal to purchase it back from the parish council.  This person 'gifted' it to the parish council 
to preserve its status within the parish.  This same person would continue to maintain this status but would then 
assume financial liabilities of maintaining it on repurchase.  The parish council has discussed matters associated 
with Pump Hill since January 2013 and these discussions have been minuted throughout this period of time.  The 
parish council members have also given very serious consideration to the future ongoing and potentially increasing 
maintenance costs of the land.  They have also explored alternative and valuable avenues of use for Pump Hill 
prior to reaching a decision to relinquish ownership/custody of it.  The parish council is presently trying to 
establish what the land can legally be sold for through enquiries with external agencies and has to await responses.  
Members of the parish council have become aware of criticism on the Blog regarding this issue, which may partly 
be attributed to a lack of knowledge of the legal agreement in existence from the time the parish council acquired 
the land. 
 
Resolved:  Pump Hill to feature on future agendas until all necessary enquiries have been resolved. 
 
July 2014 
 
14.7.13 Pump Hill 
The clerk had forwarded a copy of the legal document, drawn up at the time of the transfer of Pump Hill to the 
parish council, to the legal department at DCC.  Unfortunately, DCC's legal personnel had responded to say DCC 
cannot assist with advice on the matter.  Mrs Bennett had liaised with the former clerk who had provided some 
historical information on the transactions of the parish council acquiring the use of Pump Hill.  This had been 
forwarded to members and the present clerk in advance of the meeting.  Members discussed the legal requirements 
of the transfer and the transfer value of Pump Hill. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact the solicitor holding parish council documents to establish the nature of documents 
which they hold in relation to Pump Hill and the parish council's responsibilities in relation to the documentation 
and sale of Pump Hill. 
 
 
September 2014 
 

14.9.14 Pump Hill 
The clerk had written to the solicitors regarding the land agreement between the parish council and a resident in 
Parwich surrounding Pump Hill however, a reply had not been received in time for the meeting.  The parish council 
would like to see this matter resolved prior to the elections next year. 
 
Resolved:  Mr Gerard-Pearse to liaise with the solicitors regarding this matter. 
Resolved:  Mrs Bennett to scan a hard copy agreement and forward to Mr Gerard-Pearse in connection with liaison 
with the solicitors. 
 

October 2014 

 

14.10.14 Pump Hill 
Two members of the public had attended the meeting with regard to an offer made for the purchase of Pump Hill in 
connection with another resident* for the area to remain as a garden.  This offer was compared to the purchase cost 
of the land years before when it came to belong to the parish council. 
 
Mr Gerard-Pearse provided an update on the parish council selling Pump Hill following a conversation he had 
undertaken with a solicitor regarding the legality of an agreement in existence between the parish council and the 
resident* detailed above.  An extract from this agreement was also discussed in relation to honouring the first 
refusal to purchase of the land by the resident* and achieving the maximum but realistic amount for the land.  As a 
public body, members discussed the need to obtain professional valuations of the land to ensure the appropriate 
amount is realised.  During the meeting, members were unsure how many valuations should be carried out but two 



may be sufficient.  Members appreciated that costs would be incurred as a consequence of achieving transparency 
and to achieve the appropriate figure for the land. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact the Chief Officer at Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC) for advice on 
the required number of valuations. 
Resolved:  Mr Gerard-Pearse to approach Bagshaws and John Taylor to each carry out valuations of Pump Hill. 
Resolved:  Mr Gerard-Pearse to confirm the legal red line boundary of the land and to discuss the required number 
of valuations with the solicitor. 
Resolved:  If valuations obtained support the figure offered to the parish council then this will be discussed at a 
subsequent parish council meeting with a view to resolving this agenda item. 
Resolved:  Sale proceeds from Pump Hill could be used to maintain the hard court play area. 
 


