Parwich Primary School
Newsletter
Lunches Money - Junior Class Only
For parents who wish to pay for their child’s lunches for
the half term the amount is £2.20 a day for 28 days at a
total of £61.60; cheques payable to
Derbyshire County Council.
(If you are in credit/arrears you will receive a note home).
A reminder to parents who pay weekly, please send
payments for dinners to school on Monday morning
for the beginning of each week. Also, if at any point

you wish your child to swap to or from lunches to
sandwiches, we would need a weeks notice.

Autumn Term (2)
18 December, 2020

Autumn Term (2)
Christmas time is upon us.
The children have really
appreciated the festive
activities here at school, after
working so very hard throughout this half term.
English and Maths progress has been great to observe.
However, our broad curriculum has also seen the pupils develop
knowledge on The Arctic, World War II, Remembrance (including
related weaving), Relationships, Health and Fitness,
Musicianship and violin playing, Programming and French.

Fruit Money - Junior Class Only
Parents can either pay for the next two terms at a cost
of £12.00 per child or in 2 termly instalments

Dates For Your Diary

(January and April) at a cost of £6.00 per child per

January 2021

term. BACS, cheques or cash payable to

4th - INSET Day

Parwich Primary School.

5th - INSET Day

Banking Arrangements

6th - School reopens for pupils

You are able to make BACS payments directly
into the school fund.
Please contact the school office for bank account details.

Can you please use the following information as a
reference for each payment, making sure each item is
sent as a separate payment.
Regular Payment References:

 Dinner Money
 Fruit Money
 After School Club
 Uniform
 Water Bottle
 Reward Badge
 Gum Shield
Ad Hoc Payments References:
For any other payments into school (i.e. trips,
voluntary contributions, sponsorship, charity etc.) The
reference for BACS payment will part of the letter or
email sent out to parents.

Donations to School
This half term, a donation has been gratefully accepted from the
Parwich United Charities.
Our thanks is extended to them for their support.

Term Dates for 2020 – 2021
Spring Term
Monday 4 January 2021 - Friday 12 February 2021
Monday 22 February 2021 - Thursday 1 April 2021
Summer Term
Monday 19 April 2021 - Friday 28 May 2021
(Monday 3 May - Bank Holiday)
Monday 7 June 2021 - Thursday 22 July 2021
INSET
Wednesday 2 September, Monday 4 January, Tuesday 5
January, Friday 28 May and Thursday 22 July.

‘Together Everyone Achieves More’
School Website - www.parwich.derbyshire.sch.uk

The Junior Class
Remembrance Art
Our Autumn topic in art was Remembrance weaving.
The children have been using sketch books to record, experiment with and
plan their ideas. They have all enjoyed having the free rein to express their
ideas and individuality within them.
We have been so impressed with the maturity they showed when creating
the weavings, which represented those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.
The village hall window was displayed with a variety of the remembrance weavings and members of
the local community joined with us to create weavings too.
We would like to take the opportunity to thank those who produced weavings for our display.

School Council
Our School Council have been very active:

Physical Education
Pupils have continued to
develop an understanding
of how to improve in a
variety of competitive
games (tag rugby, netball
and basketball), after
practising applying some
of the basic principles for
attacking and defending.

- Discussing the election of new members;
- Electing a new Chair of School Council;
- Voting on and electing new members;
- Discussing new animals for adoption;
- Discussing safety in school;
- Reviewing the Child-Friendly Anti-Bullying Policy;
- Producing a safety in school questionnaire;
- Distributing safety in school questionnaires to the junior children;
- Arranging the distribution of safety in school questionnaires to the infant
children.
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Early Years Foundation Stage and the Infants
The Arctic
The Infant Class pupils have been learning about the Arctic and the different animals that live there. They
have identified adaptations animals have made to be able to survive in this harsh climate. The children have
also found out how Inuits lived in the past, how they live now and compared the different lifestyles.
Whilst learning about the Arctic, the pupils investigated different climates and the EYFS pupils conducted
an experiment to help free animals stuck in an iceberg. They concluded that putting the frozen animals next
to a radiator and melting the ice was the most efficient way, but bashing them out was much more fun.

PSHE

Remembrance

For PSHE, the children have
read the fabulous story of The
Smeds and the Smoos. This
has helped them understand
that we are all unique and
special and that we can
celebrate our differences and
similarities. We also talked
about our worries and made
Worry Dolls to highlight the
importance of sharing a
problem.

In the Infants, we have looked at the topic of Remembrance and
learned what a cenotaph is. We have made our own poppies and
looked at the names of soldiers that lost their lives in WW1 and
WW2.

The Infant Class have found out how to
stay safe online and discussed what to do
in different situations. The pupils have
been very mature and showed a clear
understanding.

Fun
Maths
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Our Whole School Christmas
A Christmas Pantomime
On Wednesday 9 December, the children thoroughly enjoyed a special visit from Father Christmas.
During the production, Father Christmas told Mrs Claus to put her feet up and offered to decorate their
lodge and throw her a party to celebrate all her hard work.
Unfortunately, the list was so long he wasn’t able to get it all done. He recruited the help of Jingles, (his
chief elf) and Jangles (a trainee elf) to help out, along with a bit of magic.
All pupils & staff had so much fun watching.

Christmas Dinner
With Christmas music playing, every child and
member of staff sat down for a Christmas dinner on
Wednesday 16 December.
Our pupils enjoyed party games on the afternoon of
Thursday 17 December, before receiving gifts from Santa and
party food and soft drinks generously purchased by our PTA.
On the afternoon of Friday 18 December each class
sang Christmas songs and carols to end the terms
Christmas festivities.

Janet Gosling was thanked again this year for serving
up a superb turkey dinner and Christmas pudding.
The pupils enjoyed the whole experience, including the
traditional pulling of crackers, which were kindly
purchased by the PTA.
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The Junior Class
RE

Years 3 & 4 Science: ‘Fitness to Success’

In RE, the children have been learning about what
Muslims and Hindus believe in and comparing the two
religions. We have found out about Ramadan, the Five
Pillars of Islam and also looked at Diwali and the Hindu
deities.

The pupils in Years 3 & 4 have taken on a
challenge - to coach a hockey team to fitness. At
the beginning of the topic, they identified that
animals, including humans, need the right types
and amounts of nutrition. The children explored
what ‘five a day’ actually means and were amazed
to discover how much sugar was hidden in certain
foods. After analysing a team member’s weekly
diet, they also started to consider their own.

Wider Opportunities

Our Junior Class pupils have been excited to pick up a
violin, every Friday. This half term, they have been
taught how to hold their new instrument, pluck key
strings to play a simple piece and how to hold the
bow correctly to play.
The pupils have also continued to develop their
musicianship skills and have learnt how to use
Makaton to communicate the lyrics of ‘Stand by Me’.

PTA
Fundraising events this half term have raised further funds: Bags2School (£111.00).
Thank you to everyone who supported this event.

Our members are dedicated to supporting the school by helping to raise funds for
additional school items and treats.
This half term, the children have enjoyed festive treats on party afternoon and, thanks to the PTA, had great fun
pulling crackers, before the school’s Christmas dinner. PTA also provided the present idea to Santa.
At the moment, the number of active members is very small and the group is looking for further adults to help
when organising events. New members would be very welcome. If you have free time and would like to help,
please inform school.
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Useful Websites

The children wore nonuniform for the day
and raised £46.00 for
Children in Need.
During the afternoon, the children
completed Pudsey colouring and
Pudsey painting in the style of a
variety of different artists.

Safeguarding
COVID winter grants – Launch
If you are a family on a low income you could get food vouchers for your
children over the Christmas period.
The money to pay for these vouchers has come from the government through
its COVID-19 winter grant scheme which is over and above the other support
schemes already provided by Derbyshire County Council.
The family of every child who gets free school meals in Derbyshire schools
because of low income can get a £30 food voucher for the Christmas holidays.
You will get another voucher in February if you are still eligible, the amount will
depend on the number of children who qualify at that time. Some other families
are also eligible based on financial hardship.
You will receive vouchers if you meet one of the following criteria:

• Have a child aged 3 to 18 in a Derbyshire school (nursery to year 13), eligible
for free school meals because of low household income.
• Have a child aged 3 or 4 not in a Derbyshire school nursery that receives free
childcare and qualifies for 'pupil premium' based on low income (this is sometimes called 'economic funding').
• Have a child aged 2 that is eligible for free 2-year-old childcare because of low
household income.
You do not need to do anything if your child already meets these criteria (see
our website for full terms and conditions). We will contact you and you should
receive a payment by email or text message that should arrive by 21 December
2020.
If you have children and you do not currently claim free school meals or
means-tested free childcare you may still be eligible. For full details of the
scheme or to see what help and support is available, please visit
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/winter

Piano/Keyboard Lessons
Parwich Primary School has a visiting music teacher, who is
available to teach either piano or keyboard at a small cost. If your
Junior child is not already timetabled to learn and would like to,
please contact Mrs Tomblin.

Links to all of these can be found
on our school website.
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